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OSIO Newsletter 


Some Pokes for C4P*s and CSP’s 

By tion itowlett 

In the O.S.I. USERS INDEPENDEOT 
NEWSLETTER (OSIUIN) #4, June, 1980, the 
following PCStES for 05650 were reportec5 by 
George laverick as being useful for polled 
keyboard/video system users. I tried than 
and found three of than (marked with an *} 
ui^ful on my C2-8P DF. Since many OSIO 
manbers may not receive OSILTIN, I thought 
it might be of value to repeat them in our 
Newsletter. 


—Value— 

Address Old New Comment 


1382 


0 Enable CTRL H 

1394 


8 " « ■ 

* 1386 

95 

127 Upper limit for 

keyboard character. 

1390 


127 Enable line feed 



and rubout keys. 

*15337 

96 

127 Upper limit for 

video di^lay character. 

*15349 

95 

161 Cursor value. 


Mr. Laverick also reported the OSI BASIC 
l^anual dated Novonber, 1978 contains an 
error. The address givei on page 9 for 
POKEing the USR start address is wrcxig. The 
correct value for 65U is listed below. He 
did not check {nor have I) to see if the 
argument callir^ routine is pointed to by 6 
and 7 ^ described in the manual, ffe has 
found it easier to POKE argiments into his 
machine language routines directly. 

Address Comments 


232,224,225 0 Page locations in the 

BASIC ccsitext known to be 
available for USR 
routines, 

8778 USR function pointer, 

low. 

8779 USR function pointer, 

high. 

9832 Current DEV. 0-3 indicates 

floppy; aiT/thing higher is 

continued on page 2 


OS-65D Notes 

MORE CN NULL STRINGS 
Last time I pointed out that entries 
can be deleted from a file by ccaiverting 
them to null strings. I noted that null 
strings are not returned from the buffer 
or frcm device #5, This is ordinarily 
true, hoover, it is possible to cause 
null strings to be accepted and returned 
to memory as null strings by poking 0 
into both 2888 and 8722. The ability to 
accept a null string is very useful when 
you have a nimber of itans that you want 
to look at one at a time, 

2000 POKE 2888,0;POKE 8722,0 
2010 FOR I“1 TO 10 
2020 PRIISTT I;"STRING" 

2030 INPUT"TO CONTINUE, PRESS 
'RETUE®I'";F$ 

2040 NEXT I 

This routine presents an entry and 
then waits laitil the return is 

pressed. 

Another place vhere it is useful to 
allow null inputs is vhere a response to 
the coTputer is required. Tb prevent a 
break on a null input (by accidentally 
hitting the return key without first 
typing something), one can leave the 
systan locked (or poke in the 'DISABLE 
BREAK ON NULL* commands). However, it is 
better to redisplay the options to v^ich 
a response is desired. 

3000 PRINT" OPTIONS" 

3010 PRINT" 1. CHOICE A 
3020 PRINT" 2. CHOICE B" 

3030 PRINT" 3, CHOICE C" 

3040 INPUT X$ 

3050 IF X$="" THEN 3000 
3060 X=VAL(X$):CN X GOSUB 5000, 
6000, 7000 

Ttie above asstmes that line 2000 has 
already been executed. Of course, the 
null deletion routine will not work if 
nulls are accepted by the computer and 
instead of subsequent entries moving up 
into the empty space, you will just have 
an empty space. Consequently if you have 
poked zeros Into 2888 AND 8722, you must 
poke 27 back into both of them before 
attempting the deletion routine. 

continued on page 2 
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Some Pokes, continued from page 1 



a hard disk. Add 65 to get 
the ASCII value of the 
ietterof the device. 

9889 

CB: Control Block for disk 

transfers. This is 

part of the USR function 

used in the DIR and 

CREA'fE programs. 

CB+5 

Byte count low. 

CB+6 

Byte count high 

CB+7 

RAM address low. 

CB+8 

RAM address high. 

14948 

If PEEK(14948)=76 then 
you have LEVEL 3. 

11665 

Current console vdevice. 

13316 

Hard Disk size flag. One (1) 
indicates CD23. 


These POKES are as they appearefi in 
OSIUIN. I take no credit for them except to 
pass them on. 

These POKES did start me thinkinq ;^ut 
scxne similar things in OS-65D, but because 
of my limited time, I have only cone up 
with a POKE for the Cursor valiK^. The 
address 96b6 and the old value is 95. 

The new value should be 161 or anytu^ng you 
like. I happen to like the block character 
better than the underline. I hope you find 
these PCKES useful. 

Editor’s Note: The OSUIN is "edited, 
published, largely written, and almost 
everything else" by Charles Curley, 6061 
Lime Ave. #2, Long Beach, CA 90805. Six 
issues — about a year — for $10, 

OS-65D Notes, continued from page 1 

AND NOW BACK TO THE FILES 
I should have pointed out earlier 
that the discussion of files op to now as 
1^11 as what will now be covered assume 
that the files are small enough that the 
entire file can be held in memory 
simult^eously, Satie of the discussion 
will, of course, be applicable to large 
files cis well, particularly if the large 
files are broken into analler files each 
of which can fit into internal nvenwry. 
SEARCHING THROUGH THE FIIES 
Finding something in the files can 
be done manually, automatically, or some 
sort of combination of the two. We'll 
consider only manual searches and vAiat 
be done to make them easier. 


have already discussed listirq 
the files, that is, printing the records 
one by one on the CRT and looking for the 
one(s) you want. This process cai be made 
consider^ly easier by the proper PEEK 
statements. As previously mention^, PEEK 
statanents can be used to stop the listing 
or to reverse the listir^. You can also 
use Peek statements to cause only the 
first item of a record to be displayed or 
to display only every tenth record, and 
you can use a PEEK statenent to teminate 
tte listing as soon as you have found 
what you' re looking for instead of 
waiting while a 7 track file passes 
through the CRT. 

aappose you have a file of 100 
records each containing 5 itans. lb do 
this you the variables A$(I,J) 

where I runs from 1 to 100 and J runs 
from 1 to 5. You cai call all the records 
between 50 and 60 by a loop that allc»?s I 
to run from 50 to 60, for example. 

2000 FOR I=M TO N 
2010 FOR J=1 TO 5 
. 2020 PRINT A$(I,J) 

2030 NEXT J,I 
2040 RETURN 

Before running thyi# suJjgMtinfrr—the 
program , •‘Bf for the 

range of records, i.e., for the values of 
M and N, A simple way to do this is: 

1000 INPIIT" NUMBER OF FIRST AND 
LAST REXX)RDS";M,N 

Alttough it requires more apace, 
Mike Anderson has suggested a form mu<^ 
nicer for the user. 

His method lists tte cecsords using 
the same symbols that you use for listing 
lines of your Basic program, namely: MHS! 
to mean records beginning with the Mth 
record and ending with the Nth, HN to 
mean all records from the first to the 
Nth, etc. 

SuK»se the records run frcm 1 to 
100. Tlie routine would look like this: 

330 M=1:{^100 

4840 INPrJT"RANGE OF RECORDS" ;T$ 

{T$ could be -35, 25-45, 35-, 12, or 

* v>^ere a nimber witlKJut a - sign before 
or after it means a single record and * 
means that all the records are to be 
listed.) 

4855 GCSUB 5035:IF T$="*" THEN 

RETURN 

Trie subroutine at 5035 removes 
blanks that may have in^vertantly been 
added, and vyftiich could cause problems. If 
T$="*" then M and N default to the vali^s 
given in line 330, nanely all the reoards. 
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4870 FB=LEN(T$) 

4885 LEFT$(T$J)=’'-" THEM 

JWai,<MID$(T$,2)): RETURN 

(M retains its pr®ricxis value, 
nanely 1, but N takes on the value that 
follows the minus sign). 

4900 IP RIGHT$ {T$, 1) THEN 

MwVAL(Ii:FT$(T$,FB-1)): RETURN 
4915 FOR K=1 TO FB 
4920 IF MID$(T$,K,1)<>''-’'THEN 
HBXr K:M=VM. (T$): N=^: RETURN 

{If there is no minus sign then 
there is only om record.) 

If there is a minus sign present, 
the program will drop down to the next 
line at the value of K corresporriing to 
the positicxi of the minus sign. 

4930 r;=«-1:M=VAL(LEFT$(T$,L)) 

4940 L=FB-K:N=VAL(RiaiT${T$,L)) 
4960 RETURN 

Although this does take roare space 
than the single method, it is nicer to 

The si^mutine for removing blanks 
is a i*)dificaticMi, Mike says, of a 
subroutine in the PINS manual. 

5050 L=LEN(T$):IF L<»1 THEM RETURN 
5065 IP LEFT$(T$,1)="" THEN 
T$»RIQHT$(T$,L-1 ) :QOTO5050 

5080 IF RIGeT${T$,1)='"' THEN 

/i>.1|:X3C)TO5050 
5095 RETURN 

A helpful addition to either Mike's 
program or the simple one is to check to 
see that the range requested does not 
exceed the range actually available. For 
exanple, instead of line 4940 above, we 
might use: 

4890 Ii=FBHK:IF 

VAL(RIQfr${T$,L})>N THEN RETURN 
4895 N=VAL(RIC51T$(T$,L)) 

Line 4890 causes default to the 
value of the last record (100) if the 
value requested exceeds N. If desired a 
message to the effect that there are only 
N records could be printed. A similar 
precaution should be taken for the cases 
on lines 4885 and 4920 as well as the 
sinple case on line 1000. 


COMING ATTRACTIONS 

THere is a great deal nsore that can 
be covered on sequential files, but this 
colunn is primarily intended to help us 
find out about how to use OS-65D and I 
dcxi't want to stray too far. I do intend 
to say a little about using OS-65D for 
randan access files, and the use of two 
buffers for very large files. 


Other topics I interxS to cover in 
future oolimns include: hew to save data 
on the same tracks as the program, how to 
set up a master directory of all your 
pr(^rams, a discussion of seme of the 
utilities and how they can be improved or 
better utilized, and some words on useful 
POKES and PEEKS. 

The Sept. 80 Newsletter gives a 
nurijer of lines that when added to the 
DIRBETORY cause it to be di:^layed in 
three colimns so that all the titles can 
be seen simultaneously. Furthermore the 
program will be called up and run if its 
n\jnber is typed. The major problen witdi 
the schenie is that DIRSRT must be used in 
order for the program titles to ceme up 
alphabetically. This causes an annoying 
delay of several seconds. 

Wallace K. has passed on to me an 
interesting program fron Paul Rainey, of 
the York Conmunity High School in 
Elmhurst, IllirKiis, for changing the 
order of items in the DIRECTORY which 
means that the sort needs to be done only 
if a new iton is added. Consequently, the 
del^ is 'eliminated. Details will be 
given in a later column. 

JOE KIRSHNER 

Program Exchange Library 

Tan Rowlett 

Some new programs have been added to the 
ceio Program Exchange Library recently. 
Unfortunately for OS-65D users, they are 
all for CKr-65U disks. 

Dr. George Belcher, of Columbus, Kansas, 
has sent enough new prograns for the 
library to complete OS-65U Exchange Disk 
No. 1. Dr. Belcher's programs are a 
Itesequencer and a Variable Maj^sing Program 
for BASIC programs. The Resequencer 
provides the programmer the ability to 
specify certain line numbers for certain 
sections of his BASIC program. By having 
subroutines and major sections of the 
program begin with line numbers that are 
even hundreds or thousands, you cai quickly 
identify the different sections. It is 
pleasing to me to have sections of ray 
programs start with a martorable number like 
10000 or 10100, and I consider this a 
valuable program. 

{Dr. Belclter found a bug after he 
submitted the program to the library. It 
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seems the program as we first received it 
may be too long; you can either delete some 
REWar)cs or make 'RA* greater than 30000; 
we'll try to clear this up on the library 
masters very soon, but this is the way to 
fix it in case you get an early one). 

The Variable Mapping Program analyzes 
your BASIC Program, and can provide a 
print-out of all the variables used. Hiis 
progran originally appeared in the 9/80 
issue of MICRO as 'FILEJIAP'. 

Fran Ralf^ Shipp we have received so 
much good information that is so well 
organized that I can't bring myself to 
break it up. So the disk has started OSE> 
Program Library Exchange Disk No. 2 for 
OS-65U. 

Ralph has made the disk totally menu 
driven. For OSIO members who were fortunate 
enough to hear Ralph talk at our local 
MD/tx;/VA Chapter meeting, this disk 
contains the information he gave there. 

If you are a member of OSIO, you can get 
a copy of the library disk of your choice 
by contributing a program that is accepted 
for the library {dcHi't forget return 
postage). If you don't have a p)rogr®n to 
submit to the Library, then send $7.50 plus 
postage to ’I\Dm Rowlett, It296 Windsor 
Court, Ijamsville, Maryland 21754. 

These are the caily two ways to get 
prograns from the Library, Please don't 
^nd blank disks; the intent of the Library 
is to provide for an exchange of 
information, not the sale or re-sale of 
information. The disk-sale option is 
intended for beginners who do not ^t have 
any programs to exchange. 

I am planning to prep>are another listing 
of the prograns in the Library for the 
Newsletter very soon. Remannber to keep 
submitting those programs to the Library. 
Please do me a big favor11 £! When you put 
together a prograti for the Library, 
document it very well. Also put the 
documentation on the disk you sent to me. 
I'll need instructions on how to get the 
progran and the instructions off the disk 
also. This would help me a great deal. 


Letters 

Dear Editor: 

I have the following entry in your 
'right justify' cOTtest. 

I had a need to pnrint 13 coliffins 
starting with a name. The numbers are 
integers taken from an array that is 
filled earlier in the program. 

The resultant string is sent to my 
printer at 4800 Baud (i^ing a trick 
mentioned first in MICRO and then I think 
in PEEK(65) to reset the ACIA to divide by 
1, not 16). The program does not do all 
that you asked, but formatting N$ to look 
right is just another line: 

700 FOR J=1 TO NtREAD A$ 

710 FOR 1=1 TO 13iN$=STR$fD(I,J)) 

720 IF LEN(N$)<6 THEN »$=" "4N$:aOTO 
720 

730 A$=A$-rtJ$ 

740 NEOT I: PRINT A$:NEXr J 

I have a C2-4P with cassette storage 
and a Microline 90 printer. I've modifi^ 
toe 500 board several 

sources) to have an RS232 outpOt port. I 
have also populated the PIA and use it 
with an outside breadboard to read in 
APPLE or PET tapes, I've worked the last 
to overcane the lack of OSI software, 
especially on tape. 

I'.ve enjoyed the Newsletter but lately 
there is so much for disk-oriented 
machines and the Cl. You don't always 
help vhen ^ou don't say on what machines 
the program is useful. Maybe the authors 
don't know? For example, the Prettylister 
program. I had to make the following 
changes to get it to work onthe 
BASIC-in-RCM that I have: 

63000 Wr=67:DIM 

TK$(NT):AD=41092:SP$=CHR${32):AD=121 

63165 IF C = 160 THEN GOSUB 63210:QOTO 
63200 

You have to do a garbage collection 
routine to clean cp the string array that 
ms used. 

I currently have another meeting on the 
night you have yours, but this simner I 
hope to rearrange my schedule. Thanks for 
all the good hints that you have given so 
far. Keep up the good work, 

Walter I, Anderson 
Falls Church, VA 
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If Vi® shcxild publish a directory of 
nienbers (to Include only manbers v^o gave 
permission, and to be circulated cmly to 
other members) 

12. ^^uld you permit ycMjr name and 

address to be included? ( ) 

13. Your telephone niariber? ( ) 

14. A description of your system? { ) 

15. No matter what you answered above, do 

you think it would be a good idea for us 
to publish a membership directory? ( ) 

Our present policy is to print "want 
ads" — notes from members — without 
cdiarge, not to use paid ads as part of the 
Newsletter, and to enclose with the 
Newsletter publications supplied by 
commercial advertisers at a nominal 
charge. Do you think we should 

16. Continue this policy? ( ) 

17. Charge monbers for ads? ( ) 

18. Sell ads as a part of the Newsletter 

in addition to enclosing advertising 
publications? { ) 

Now for a couple of questions of a 
different kind: 

19. Is there a subject on vhich you 
vould like to write an article for the 
Newsletter? If so, what? 


20. Is there a sidoject on which you'd 
like to (x»nduct a meeting? 


If you're goirg to be in the Washington 
area on the first Tuesday of any month, 
we'd like to know; in many other places, 
too, there are enough OSI owners to get 
together, form an CSIO chaprtier, and learn 
from each other. If you'd like to speak 
out on seme subject related to computers “ 
- ’Suhen, vhere, and cmi what subject? 


We appreciate joar giving us this 
information. Please add any other 
agents you'd like to make. If you don't 
mind putting your name or memt>ership 
number below, please do* We'll give ^^ur 
answers just as much weight without them, 
but it would be helpful to be able to get 
back in touch with you to discruss 
something. 


Return ^dress- OSIO 

Mr. Joe Kirshner 
9234 E, Parkhill Dr. 
Bethesda, MD 20034 USA 


BALICrr FOR ELECTICW OF CSIO OFFICERS 


President: 

Directors (Vote for 6): 


John Randall | | 

Sid Broiffistein 


1 1 

Bill Callaghan 

1 1 


1_ 1 

Executive Vice-President: 

Joe Kirzner 



1 _I 

David Morganstein I i 

George Marton 


1 t 

Chuck Pop)enoe 



1 _ 1 

Treasurer and Corporate 

Tcan Rowlett 

1 1 

Secretary: 

Mary Lowery 1 1 

1 1 

I 1 

i_i 



! 1 

Corresponding Secretary 


1^1 



and Newsletter Editor: 



Wallace Kendall | | 

1 1 


1 1 



We Need Your Advice! 

The officers and directors of CBIO want each member 
to share the benefits and the responsibilities of 
membership. Although most of the work must be carried 
on at a central locaticm, the officers, directors, and 
conroittee members would like to know they are acting 
in accordance with the wishes of a majority of all the 
members. Your ideas are welcome at any time, and from 
time to time, as we now do, we will ask for a special 
report. 

Your views cxi the following items are especially 
iirportant because they relate to our bylaws and to 
sane of our major projects. Please give your answers 
to the specific questions, and add any further 
coments you wish to make. 

What kind of Newsletter would you like to in 
the future? Please give the degree of your interest 
in each of the follcwing subjects on a scale of 0 
(little or no interest) to 5 (very strong interest): 

1. Programs, applications, ar^ data on aASIC-rin-ROI 

or cassette systems. { ) 

2. Programs, applications, and data on disk-based 65D 

systems. { ) 

3. Programs, applications, and data on 6^ systons. 

( ) 

4. Programs, applications, and data on OS-CP/M 

systems and their BASIC, FX^RTRAN, and CCBOL, { ) 

5. Programs, applications, arri data on the OSI (6502- 

based) version of USCD Pascal. ( ) 

6. Information about other available systans (TORTH, 

XPLO, etc.) ( ) 

7. Hardware articles: repair, modification, 

interconnection, design, construction. ( ) 

8. User reports on systems, equipment, books, 

software pjackages, languages, etc, ( ) 

9. Tutorial articles on assembly language and use of 

the assembler, the extended noiitor, etc. ( ) 

10. Articles on hard disk, multi-user, or network 

systems? ( ) 

It is planned that officers and directors will 
serve staggered two-year terms, with half of them 
chosen each year. In an organization as widely 
scattered as OS10, very few of us know each other. 

11. Do you think it would be better for the officers 

and directors to vote on the replacements, and not ask 
all members to vote each year? Yes ( ) No ( ) 

One subject that members often ^lsk about is a 
membership directory. Many clubs pxiblish directories, 
and roost members find them helpful. Some members 
would p)ermit their names and addresses to be shown but 
not a description of their systeiTis. Others are 
willing to have a directory showing "spsecial 
interests” — which does not exactly say what kind of 
equipment they might have. Now: 



Editor's 

A very interesting method of printing a 
table. Newsletter readers will see 
instantly v^iat Mr. Anderson has done, but 
for the benefit of possible newcomers, let 
us point out that Mr, Anderson has set iip 
a 1-dimensional string array, A${J), for 
the names, and a two-dimensional nunerical 
array, D(I,J) for the numbers. He reads a 
name and the appropriate data, and as he 
does so he concatenates it into one long 
stiring. Then he prints the string as a 
line. 

Since Mr, Anderson gave only the heart 
of his program, we've expanded it and 
added some data to show you how well it 
^^rks. You'll notice that we've reworked 
it a bit to fit into these columns; Lines 
120 and 125 were originally one line with 
< instead of =>, A very neat and 
economical routine, we think. 

We'd like to know more about that 
systan for reading ;^le and PET tapes. 

How about another letter, this one with 
schenatics and details? 

We know that we should have a review 
coratnittee to check out all Newsletter 
material that might call for different 
treatment on the different machines. 

Tpiat's one of the administrative jobs we 
just haven't been able to swing so far. 
Maybe later this year* The review 
cownittee should be broad enough to ensure 
that eadi pr^ram printed in the 
Newsletter will have been reviewed by 
specialists in each of the types of 
systems, and any ccmments needed to 
^^^splant the program from one system to 
another will have been added. What we 
need is volunteers! 

And we're eager to get more material 
for all of the system configurations. So 
far, the owners of 8" disk systems have 
been more prolific. Our preferred 
solution is not to get less disk-system 
material, but to get more from the 
^ii^iflc^^jy and cassette types. How about 
it, MF/C types? 


LIST 

10 REM *** ANDRSN *** 

20 REM EXPANDED FROM LETTER OF FEB. 4 
30 : 

40 A$="”:DIM A$(4),D{4,6) 

50 DATA BILL,JOHN, NANCY, CHRISTOPHER 
60 DATA 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,14 
70 DATA 15,16,17,18,19,20,21,22,23,24 

5 


80 : 

90 REM READ AND FORMAT THE NAMES FIRST 

100 REM MAKE EACH NAME STRING EXACTLY 

101 REM SEVEN CHARACTERS LONG. 

110 FOR 1=1 TO 4:READ N${I) 

120 : IF LEN{N$(I)) =>8 THEN 130 
125 : N${I)=N${l)+« «:Q0T0 120 
130 : N${I)=LEFT$(N$(I),8) 

140 NEXT I 
150 : 

160 REM NCW READ THE DATA, PACK EACH 

161 REM ELEMEMT TO 5 CHARACTERS 

170 REM WITH THE SPACES ON THE LEFT 

171 REM TO JUSTIFY ON THE RIQfT, AND 

180 REM CCNCATENATE EACH NAME 

181 REM WITH ITS SIX DATA EI^MEWTS. 

200 : 

210 FOR I=1t04 
220 : A$=N$(I) 

230 : FOR J=1 TO 6 
240 : READ D{I,J) 

250 : D$=STR$(D(I,J)) 

260 : IFI£N{D$)<5THEN D$=" "4D$:0010260 
270 : A$=A$+D$ 

280 : NEXT J 

285 : REM PRINT THE LONG STRING 

290 : PRINT A$ 

300 : REM NCW ELIMINATE A$ AND START 

301 : REM THE NEXT LINE WITH A NEW NAME. 

310 : A$='’" 

320 NEXT I 
330 END 


OK 

RUN 

BILL 1 2 

JOHN ' 7 8 

NANCY 13 14 

CHRISTOP 19 20 


3 

4 

5 

6 

9 

10 

11 

12 

15 

16 

17 

18 

21 

22 

23 

24 


OK 


Membership Information 

OSIO dues are $15 a ^ar. Overseas 
members who want the Newsletter and 
letters sent by airmail pay an additional 
$15, a total of $30 U.S, 

if you are a member, your manbership 
nur^er and the date to which your dues are 
paid are shown above your name on the 
mailing label. If no number and date are 
^own, this is a sample copy. We invite 
you to Income a member, take part in our 
activities, and enjoy the benefits of our 
Newsletter, Program Exchange, chapter 
meetir^s, seminars, and occasional 
discount offers and group purchases. Just 
send a check in the proper amount to our 
Treasurer, ;^rfaose name and address are 
given below. 



A CompOer Basic 

Several times in these pages we've 
confessed to a deep longing for a good 
compiled BASIC, Well, a month after the 
P^asus ad appeared in MICRO (and we 
missed it), someone pointed it out to us. 
FBASIC, according to the ad, is exactly 
what we'd been looking for. 

Now what we'd like to know is: who has 
tried it? VBiat do you think of it? How 
about an article on it for the Newsletter? 

According tx> the ad, "FBASIC runs 
under CS-65D and requires 48K." "Accqpts 
starxlard BASIC source files, and produces 
executable disk-based object files," 

produces native 6502 machine code," 

We'd especially like to know such 
details as how it's docunented, how it 
handles files, how it sorts out the rather 
casual typing of variables in BASIC (you 
can SAVE the 4-character string "1234" c»i 
a disk, and read back the S-colimn number 
" 1234"), And we'd like to know how 
difficult it will be for the average BASIC 
user — not an expert — to learn it. 

According to the MICRO ad, FBASIC is 
available on 8" diskette for $150 from 
Pegasus Software, Box 10014, Dept. M-2, 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96816, If you get it, 
how about a constaner report for the 
Newsletter? 

News and Rumors 

OSI seems to be determined to break the 
software bottleneck and improve service to 
dealers and consumers, Ihe big push we 
mentioned last month to hire programmers, 
sales cordinators, customer service 
people, and support staff has brought some 
bright new faces and some strong young 
backs, but the grapevine has it that the 
new president isn't happy yet, and the 
headhunters are still at it. If you're an 
expert in one of those fields — or better 
yet, in two or three of them — you just 
might find a receptive ear in Ohio, You 
might need to talk to any one of a dozen 
people, and we can't give you much 
guidance, but you could start with a phone 
call to Candy Kruger, (216) 831-5600. 

Biggest Excedrin headache at OSI these 
days may be between the ears of the guy - 
- or gal — viio is supposed to get the 
beautiful v^^lite plastic CIP cases and hand 
them over to be filled with boards and 
stuff. Or maybe it rests on the shoulders 
of v^ioever it is that inspects them. We 
hear that of a hundred received a while 


back, only ten passed inspection. Maybe 
it takes a tough inspector to get a tough 
case. If you ordered a new ClP last week 
and don't have it yet, that cx)uld be the 
reason. 

Program Exchange 

At the February 3 meeting our Program 
Exchange got a major boost. Chuck 
Popenoe, who has been transferring the 
programs available on 8" disks to 
minifioppies, pointed out that 'Ibm 
Rowlett, the Program Exchange chairman, 
was overworked and underpaid, There being 
no disagreenent, we soon ha3 several uKore 
strong backs to help carry the load, 
among them Stewart Meyers for 
minifioppies, Jim Kupperian for cassettes, 
Phil Deos and a couple of others. It'll 
take a couple of weeks to get supplies and 
master disks distributed and prograir, lists 
prepared, but we hope to provide an i^-to- 
date list of exchange programs available, 
with detailed directions for ordering, in 
the next Newsletter. In the meantime, 
continue to order from Tom Rowlett, 

Our exchange disks do not contain the 
operating systems or other proprietary 
programs; 

Send in 

postage to return the material to you, and 
if your program is accepted for the 
Exchange, we'll add the other programs in 
the Exchange to your disk or cassette and 
return it. 

For the benefit of members who do not 
have-programs to exchange, we will provide 
a library disk for $7,50 plus postage, or 
a cassette for $2.50 plus postage. In the 
U.S. postage for a disk or a cassette is 
about $1; overseas postage rates have 
recently been steeply increased, and are 
now about $2,50 for one 8" disk by air to 
Central America, South America, or Europe, 
and about $3 by air to the Pacific Ocean 
islands and Asia. Each additional disk or 
cassette adds about .50 more. 

In ordering a disk, be sure to say 
whether 65U or 65D, and give your 
membership number. 

OSIO Officers 

President: Wallace Kendall, 9002 IXinloggin 
Rd., Ellicott City, MD 21043 
Executive Vice-President: Joe Kir^er, 
9234 E. Parkhill Er., Bethesda, MD 20034 
Treasurer: David Morganstein, 

13329 Woodruff PI., Germantown, MD 20767 
Program Exchange Chairman: Tom Rowlett, 
11296 Windsor Court, Ijamsville, MD 21754 


ir own programs Wii3^ enough 
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Member Notes 

A letter from Robert Camner, of Hie 
Maret School in Washington/ D.C., seems to 
have solved a mystery fran last year. 

As he put it, "...unlike DIR, CREATE, 
and most other CB-65tJ utilities, PACKER 
does not open DIREX:* at the beginning of 
the program in order to ascertain the 
length of the directory. Therefore, if 
you do (as I have been doing for 7 mcviths) 
use PACKER to pack files on a disk on 
v^ich PACKER does not reside, and if the 
length of the directory on the disk being 
packed is different than the lergith of the 
directory on the disk on which PACKER 
resides, the program will not correctly 
pack the disk, and very well may pack a 
progr^ on top of another program. 

"The fix? Simply insert the line <Ui3> 
OPEN "DIREC*","PASS",1:CLOSE somewhere at 
the beginning of the program." 

A cot^le of days after we received Mr. 
Camner^s letter, we received the January 
PEEK(65), and found the same information 
in Dick I^Guire's coliann. Well, it's 
important enough to be repeated. Could 
save you a lot of time and trouble. Dick 
credits Steve Wisely of H/B Computers for 
and suggests that the new 
line be added as Line 125 of PACKER. 

Editor's Note: Just in case there is 
scmeone out there who doesn't know about 
PEEK(65), a year's subscription is $12 and 
the address is Box 347, Owings Mills, f® 

21117. 

Election Time 

Time now to elect officers to 
administer OSIO for the next year. I 
think the Naninating Ccmsnittee has-dcHie a 
fine job, 

5frite-ins are afpropriate and welccxne, 
but a few truths must be faced: very few 
of us taiow one another; the only large, 
organized OSIO group is the one in Silicon 
Valley Mid-Atlantic (a few dozen square 
miles of Maryland, DC, and northern 
Virginia); and that group must, at least 
for the near future, undertake to perform 
or arrar^e most of the work of the 
organization, (I live not many miles 
outside that charmed area, but far enough 
to escalate phone bills and travel costs, 
and to have been referred bo occasionally 
as "our visitor from the Frozen North.") 

I have been handling most of OSIO's 
correspondence, arri (the new President 
willing) I'll continue that, and continue ‘ 


to put the Newsletter together. We aren't 
losing anyone — we’re gaining, and moving 
ahead in our organizational development. 
Please send in your ballot/questionnaire 
promptly, and give us any comments you 
have that might help OSIO to grow in the 
nunber of its members and in the value of 
the services it renders to each of them. 

Wallace Kendall 


A Note About the Nominees: 

JOHN RANDALL is Specialist in Computer 
Related Instruction for the schools of 
Montgomery County, Maryland. He has been 
active in CBIO from its beginning, and is 
M5ll-informed on all the OSI systems, 

DAVID MORGANSTEIN is an electrical 
engineer who strayed into statistical 
research. He now uses both large and 
anall computers at work, then goes hcsne to 
tvo more (not so small). 

MARY LOWERY is vice-president in charge 
of financial operations of a corporation 
which operates a chain of stores. She has 
been using 031 equipment since 1977, and 
has been a member of OSIO from its 
beginning, 

WALLACE KENDALL is a retired public 
servant who found it very hard to 
understand his OSI equipment until OSIO 
was formed, but is now making satisfactory 
progress. 

SID BRDUNSTEIN is President, Center for 
Management and Policy Research, in 
Washington, D. C, After years of working 
with large-scale ccmputer systems, he has 
beccme an enthusiastic user of 
microcomputers — especially CSI — in 
business and statistical research 
aE^lications. 

BIIli CALLAGIAN is an electronic 
technician engaged in hardware design and 
applications, and is interested in all 
aspects of the use of microccxriputers. He 
has been active in OSIO frcsn its 
beginning, 

JOE KIRSHNER is a semi-retired 
physicist working in the area of s^rateras 
engineering and applied mathematics. 
Members will recognize him as the author 
of 65D Notes in the Newsletter, 

GEOfKi; MARTON is an executive of 
companies engaged in typesetting, 
publication, and the sale of office 
products. He was active in the formation 
of OSIO. 

CHOCK POPENOE is an instrumentation 
Engineer and consultant in the field of 
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computer-cOTSfcrolled equipment and 
experiments. He operates a CIP-MF and 4 
homebrew micros out of his home, and three 
more CSI's in his part-time work at the 
National aireau of Standards, 

TOM ROWLETT is a Managanent/Computer 
Analyst with the Federal Goverranent, He 
has been programming conputers for 19 
years and still enjoys it. He has been 
active in CSIO since Decenber 1979, and is 
Chairman of the Program Exchange 
CcOTBnittee, 

Chapter Meetings 

The VA/DC/MD OSIO group meets on the 
first Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.ni. 
at the Walter Johnson High School, 6400 
Rock %ring Drive, Rockville, MD. 

At the March 3 meeting, Richard and 
Peggy Grier will discuss professional 
accounting and recordkeeping with OSI 
egpiipnent. Peggy is an experienced 
accounteuit vAio started puttir^ most of her 
vrork on the computer a little over a year 
ago; Richard is a design engineer with the 
lister Hill Center, the national 
biomediced communications center, ^e 
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will explain the changeover from manual 
methods and report on her experience with 
the AMCAP package; he will explain the 
design of the software and, the hardware 
requirements. i ■ 

Virginia OSI users will meet at 7:30 
p,iR. on Tuesday, ?ferch 10, at Cointiunity 
Conputers, 2704 N. Pershing St,, 

Arlington, VA, The subject of the meeting 
be Progratrening Techniques, 

m - 

Newsletter Back Issues 

The Newsletter Started wildi 1979. 

The first few issues were short, but we 
tried to include some infcerestir^, often 
useful routine or tip iis each one. Some 
are out of print, and in order .fei-;frepare 
a COTiplete set, we must photocopy those. 

If you'd like a complete set, we’ll 
' ■ assemble one and send it to you for $6,50 ^ 
plus postage. (A complete set as-^ 

February 1981 weighs about 17 ounces), Be - 
sure to give your msnbership nvsnber. 
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